
What’s at Stake
SB 1070 at the SUPREME COURT

SB 1070 is Arizona’s controversial anti-immigrant law

The Supreme Court has upheld SB 1070’s notorious “show me your papers” provision, deciding 
that it is not preempted by federal law. This provision has been blocked by lower courts in Arizona 
and other copycat states until now. Discriminatory laws like SB 1070 invite racial profiling of 
Latinos and others who may look or sound “foreign,” including many U.S. citizens who have lived 
in America their entire lives. 

facebook.com/aclu.nationwide            twitter.com/acluFOLLOW:

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.aclu.org/SB1070

PLEASE SHARE: www.aclu.org/SB1070-graphic

MOST STATES  
REJECT ARIZONA’S APPROACH

After observing the widespread harms caused by these laws, legislators in many states 
are distancing themselves from this discriminatory model.

Not one state passed an Arizona copycat law in 2012.
Provisions similar to those considered by the Supreme Court are also in Alabama, 

Georgia, Indiana, South Carolina and Utah’s laws.
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SB 1070
4 Main Provisions Considered Before the Supreme Court

 Police demand 
“papers” and 
investigate 
immigration 
status if they 
suspect 
a person is 
undocumented.

Police arrest 
individuals 
without a 
warrant if they 
believe they are 
a deportable 
immigrant.

Immigrants who 
fail to carry 
federal  
registration 
papers are 
guilty of state 
crime.

1 2 3 4
Immigrants who 
seek or accept 
work without 
authorization 
are guilty of 
state crime.

The Supreme Court's decision 

PROVISION 1 PROVISION  2 PROVISION  3 PROVISION 4
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Federal courts have blocked major provisions in each of these states.
Legal challenges to SB 1070 and the five copycats continue 

on other constitutional grounds. 
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Indiana federal  distr ict  court

4th Circuit  Court  of  Appeals

Utah federal  distr ict  court

STRUCK DOWN STRUCK DOWN


