
lack of support in securing the services neces-
sary for their children; difficulty in securing 
down payment or rent deposit; transportation 
becomes an issue; all of these only perpetuate 
the already existing “cycle of poverty.” 
The reality is that gentrification creates more ob-
stacles and adversity for Raza than white wom-
en in general; making it difficult to survive, let 
alone provide them a means to advance socially 
and politically.  This means having more imped-
iments to participate, advocate or promote their 

well being in a society that deprives them of 
basic needs. There are literally thousands of 
Raza women who go through this vicious ex-
perience every year. 
All of these problems become more acute for 
Raza women as they are not only oppressed 
because of gender, but also because of nation-
al origin and race. This is why Unión del Bar-
rio has raised that fact, that for all intents and 
purposes, gentrification is another weapon in 
the national and class oppression of the Mexi-
cano community. 

ONLY UNITY AND ORGANIZATION 
WILL LIBERATE WOMEN 

The question to Unión del Barrio, and its mass 
based collective, the Comite de Mujeres and 
Patricia Marin (CMPM), is –what should be the 
response of our community to gentrification and 
other forms oppression? 
The CMPM upholds the fact that only united, 
women and men, into a strong national libera-
tion organization, can we end all the oppressive 
factors facing Raza women and other oppressed 
women and nations. Along with a liberation or-
ganization, we understand that all of us, women 
and men, must develop the political conscious-
ness and skills (analytical, organizational, and 
leadership) that will enable us to end gentrifi-
cation and liberate women, men, and children, 
from all forms of oppression. Towards this 
means, the CMPM calls upon all women, young 
and old, to join us in this struggle to eliminate 
our society from all obstacles that keep us from 
realizing our potentials as human beings. 
-For more information contact: Comite de Mu-
jeres Patricia Marin at cmpm1996@yahoo.com. 
Only through organization and collaboration, 
can we fight oppressive measures such as gen-
trification. 

for their property; the community is discrimina-
tively target for enforcement city building codes 
and other ordinances; and homeowners (usually 
elderly individuals) are swindled (robbed) out 
of their homes through the worst type of busi-
ness practices and unscrupulous thieves who call 
themselves “real-estate agents,” responsible for 
highly inflating property values within gentri-
fied area. Unable to withstand these constant-
ongoing tactics of persecution, the majority of 
the residents are eventually forced out of their 
homes. 

Children are the main victims of gentrification. 
Being uprooted from the place they grew up, 
moving to a new school, adopting to a new so-
cial environment -is a devastating experience. 
The trauma caused by moving to a totally new 
social setting, leads to their loss of interest in 
school, promoting social turmoil, as it is difficult 
for young people to readjust to an unfamiliar 
surrounding. This leads to young people drop-
ping of school, drug use, “gang” violence, and 
other types of petty criminal activities. 

RAZA WOMEN FACE GENDER AND 
NATIONAL OPPRESSION 
Gentrification specifically impacts –physically 
and financially– single mothers as they face a 
more difficult task in finding new housing and 
arranging for the move into a new neighborhood. 
They are confronted with myriad of problems 
and issues, such as: difficulty in finding a home/
apartment due to discrimination (landlords rent-
ing only to those without children, etc.); lacking 
assistance or means in physically moving from 
one home to another; they often become victims 
of the violence that comes about from being in 
an environment in which they are not welcomed; 

Editor’s Note: The following article was writ-
ten for La Mujer En Lucha [Nov-Dec 2010], the 
newsletter of the Comite de Mujeres Patricia 
Marin (CMPM) , a project of Unión del Barrio.

Gentrification is a process in which poor and 
working class neighborhoods are converted to 
“white” middle/upper class communities or “up-
scale entertainment districts.” This transforma-
tion displaces long-term residents and small fam-
ily-owned businesses in favor of higher-income 
bracket persons and/or developers who acquire 
properties and make tremen-
dous profits from their “invest-
ments.” The main beneficiaries 
of the gentrification process are 
the politicians, landlords, devel-
opers, and banks –as they gain 
monetary and ever more power 
over our communities.  
With no concern for their well-
being or respect for their heri-
tage, the workers and the poor, 
mostly Africans and Mexicano/
Latinos, are forced to move out 
the homes in which they have 
lived for generations. Commu-
nity and family histories are 
lost, and the culture of the community is de-
stroyed. 

GENTRIFICATION UPHOLDS CAPI-
TALIST UNEQUAL I TIES AND OP-
PRESSION 
Gentrification is one of the many weapons used 
to promote capitalism (profits for a few, poverty 
for the many) and is historically rooted in the 
stealing of the lands of the Mexicano-Indigenous 
peoples. It is nothing but a war of “ethnic cleans-
ing” in which a small white wealthy elite makes 
billions of dollars from the poor and working 
class. This uprooting of the nationally oppressed 
communities serve to maintain the “haves and 
have-nots” structure of the U.S. capitalist-colo-
nialist society –which in order to exist must be 
divided into class and racial lines. 
The process of gentrification is both a psycho-
logical and physically violent process. It is a 
process that includes constant police harass-
ment and border patrol/ICE (Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement) raids; so-called “gang 
injunctions” are imposed on community youth; 
non-resident landowners raise the rental fees 
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